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2018: A good year for wind

Wind is expected to continue to boom in the coming year, and 
we at Wind Systems are going to make sure you stay informed 
about not just the nuts and bolts of the industry, but the policy 

making as well.
We are planning several changes to better serve our readers, starting 

with a redesigned website that will be up and running very soon.
In the redesign, you’ll notice immediately how much cleaner and dy-

namic it is. I hope you’ll continue to use it as a great source for industry 
news as we bring you information from some of the best experts — as well 
as movers and shakers — in the business.

In addition to a new and improved website, we are working with several 
wind companies to offer you more monthly features in the future. They’ll 
be bringing you their insights about the goings-on in the industry to help 
you gauge the direction of wind power as you make those important busi-
ness decisions.

Since I became editor of Wind Systems, I have worked to bring you 
strong editorial features while gradually finessing the look of the maga-
zine. 

During 2018, we will continue to push the visual envelope of the maga-
zine to keep you turning those pages.

And speaking of strong editorial features, our January issue is full of 
quite a few of those.

With our inFocus topic highlighting bolting, torque, and wind measure-
ment, you’ll find a lot of information from some prominent companies.

Experts from AeroTorque dive into how drivetrain loads are important 
in analyzing component performance. It’s the first of two parts on the sub-
ject of torque loading, with part two appearing next month.

Tom Macey, president of Maxpro, offers his insights into the standards 
service providers should be using in order to calibrate their torque equip-
ment.

On the subject of wind measurement, experts with Leosphere share a 
paper about the role of Lidar and how it may be a better option to met 
masts.

Along with our monthly features that include a company profile with 
BARR Fabrication Field Services, you’ll see that Wind Systems is wel-
coming in the new year with a strong set of articles.

We expect 2018 — and the wind industry’s place in it — to continue to 
be strong. We welcome you to take that journey with us.

And, as always, thanks for reading!
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The American Wind 
Energy Association 
(AWEA) is the 
premier national 
trade association 
that represents the 
interests of America’s wind energy industry. For more 
information, go to www.awea.org

Courtesy of AWEA

Companies taking 
advantage of wind

n The trend isn’t expected to stop, either; 117 
companies to date have signed the RE100 
commitment to procure 100 percent renewable 
energy to power their operations.

n Some companies, including IKEA, don’t just buy 
wind energy, they choose to own their own wind 
projects.

n Anheuser-Busch announced in 2017 that it will 
buy enough wind energy from an Oklahoma 
wind farm to brew more than 20 billion bottles 
of beer each year.

n Google was scheduled to be 100 percent 
renewable-powered by the end of 2017, with an 
overwhelming 95 percent of that coming from 
wind.

n Corporate customers have signed more 
than 7,000 MW of U.S. wind power purchase 
agreements (PPA) to date.
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