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RIMS receives class approval from Lloyd’s Register 
Drone and robotics specialist RIMS (Robotics In Main-
tenance Strategies) has received its fourth Classification 
Certificate as Recognized External 
Specialists from Lloyd’s Register for 
the use of remote inspection tech-
niques (drones) during surveys of 
enclosed spaces. The Lloyd’s certi-
fication adds to RIMS’ CV of class 
approvals achieved during 2017.

The practical audit was successfully 
executed on a large deep-water con-
struction vessel. Prior to the demon-
stration, drawings of the tanks were 
reviewed to establish a flight plan and 
to indicate specific points of interest. 
During the demonstration, the drone 
was able to be successfully maneu-
vered around the tank according to 
the flight plan and was able to react 
to the instructions of the attending 
surveyor in real time.

 “We are honored to receive the ap-
proval, as these audits are not easy,” 
said David Knukkel, CEO of RIMS. 
“Class is setting a high standard, not only to ensure safe 
operations during the flight of the drones but, more im-
portantly, to achieve accurate survey results. Due to the 
importance of these surveys, we consider each flight as 

an examination, and it is up to us to maintain the high 
standard demonstrated in class audits.”

The certification means that ship 
owners and managers now have the 
option to avoid the use of costly ac-
cess equipment such as scaffolding 
and cherry pickers during surveys, 
and instead to use RIMS’ remote 
live on-screen object inspection, 
which offers substantial benefits, 
reduction in the time to carry out a 
survey, minimizing of risk, as well 
as cost savings.

“We were first to gain approval 
from BV, ABS, RINA, and now 
also receiving the approval from 
Lloyds Register, means that the 
acceptance and use of drone tech-
nology finally breaks through in 
the maritime industry, and drones 
become a common tool to execute 
safe and cost-efficient inspections 
of ships and MOU constructions.” 
Knukkel said. 

Source: RIMS
For more information,  
go to www.rims-bv.com

 

Lloyd’s Register Surveyor (front) and David 
Knukkel, CEO, RIMS BV (back) during practical 
audit. (Courtesy: RIMS)

OEM introduces new bolting equipment
Global OEM, HTL Group, known for manufac-
turing 100 percent British-made controlled bolting 
equipment have introduced its new DSX Square Drive 
Torque Wrench Range. 

Incorporating industry-first patented safety fea-
tures, the new square drive tool from the OEM 
demonstrates its commitment to continually improve 
safety standards.  

Serious consideration to working at height appli-
cations was given throughout the design process on 
the DSX range. The OEM believes this range reduces 
incidents from dropped objects with unique features, 
including a fully retained, quick-release reaction arm. 
This remains connected to the tool while it is adjust-

ed, in addition to a working-at-height connection 
point and safety handle as standard.

Ref lecting HTL’s dedication to innovation and pro-
actively responding to industry demands, the DSX 
illustrates continuous product development incorpo-
rating a high strength, low weight, slim-line uni-body 
design with only a few moving parts to reduce operat-
ing costs. A multi-direction stainless steel hose swivel 
completes the package. 

Headquartered in Northumberland with strategi-
cally placed facilities across the globe, the complete 
OEM range of solutions are all designed and manu-
factured in the U.K. and suited to all controlled bolt-
ing applications. 
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The DSX incorporates a high strength, 
low weight, slim-line uni-body design 
with only a few moving parts to reduce 
operating costs. (Courtesy: HTL Group)

HTL Group’s culture is one 
of driving innovation to meet 
the highest quality and perfor-
mance standards, understand-
ing and endeavoring to exceed 
customer requirements at all 
times. Its in-house, highly 
skilled design team is confident 
and competent in delivering 
concept, design, rapid proto-
type, and 3D models. 

“Working in partnership 
with our customers, we con-
tinue to develop and solve their 
problems using the latest 3D 
technology,” said Mike John-
son, group director of engi-
neering. “Our policy is to inno-
vate and provide cost effective 
solutions while maintaining 
operator safety and the highest 
product quality to ensure our 
products meet and exceed our 
customer’s needs.” 

Source: HTL Group
For more information,  
go to htlgroup.com

Enerpac introduces new bolt tensioners

Enerpac, an international market 
leader in high-pressure hydraulics, 
recently introduced its new portfo-
lio of Power Generation bolt ten-
sioners for critical fastening appli-
cations. Three new bolt tensioner 
series are designed for maximum 
durability in harsh environments, 
ease-of-use, and improved speed of 
operation.

The PGT-Series Double Deck 
and Single-Stage Bolt Tensioners 
have a broad range and provide 
high performance in tight spaces 
typically found in wind and gas 
turbines. Key features, including 
auto-retract pistons, over-stroke 
protection, and auto-engage nut 
rundown, help make the PGT-Se-
ries bolt tensioners fast, durable, 
and easy to use.

The FTR-Series Foundation 
Bolt Tensioners are designed spe-
cif ically for tensioning wind-tow-
er foundations bolts. These bolt 
tensioners provide the speed and 
precision required by this critical 
application. Long stroke models 
provide greater speed and ease-of-
use by enabling applications to be 
completed in a single pull.

The FTE-Series Elliptical 
Foundation Bolt Tensioners pro-
vide an ideal fastening solution on 
wind-tower foundation applica-
tions where limited space between 
the stud and wall prevent the use 
of standard tools. They feature 
an elliptical geometry, which en-
ables f it in narrow access founda-
tion applications without reduc-
ing load capabilities. In addition 
to close-clearance applications, 
FTE-Series Bolt Tensioners make 
the perfect “universal solution” 
that will work in nearly any foun-
dation application, whether stan-
dard or narrow access.

In addition to the standard Port-
folio of Bolt Tensioners, as part 
of an ongoing effort to support 
the industry, Enerpac is also re-
leasing a series of customized kits 
designed for critical installation 
and maintenance applications in 
gas plants. Enerpac’s experienced 
team of tensioning professionals 
in its Bolting Center of Excellence 
provides expert technical support 
and specializes in creating custom 
solutions for these applications. 

Source: Enerpac
For more information,  
go to www.enerpac.com
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