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Siemens Gamesa to supply 1.4 MW for world’s largest offshore wind farm

Siemens Gamesa Renewable Ener-
gy (SGRE) has been awarded ex-
clusivity by Danish energy group 
Ørsted for the supply and service 
of wind turbines for the Hornsea 
Project Two offshore wind project 
being developed in British waters, 
where it will install its SG 8.0-167 
DD turbines with total capacity of 
1,386 MW.

This offshore wind farm, which 
will be the world’s biggest offshore 
wind farm when operational in 
2022, is also the largest offshore 
project in Siemens Gamesa’s histo-
ry, the biggest to date being Horn-
sea One (1,218 MW), similarly 
developed by Ørsted.

Located 89 kilometers off the east 
coast of England, the wind farm 
will span 462 square kilometers.

The nacelles will be produced at 
the new factory in Cuxhaven, Ger-
many, while the majority of blades 
will be made at the factory in Hull, 
U.K., where the pre-assembly work 
will also be carried out. Towers are 
expected to be partly sourced from 
U.K. suppliers.

“We are very pleased that Ørst-
ed has placed its trust in Siemens 
Gamesa once again,” said Andreas 
Nauen, Offshore CEO at SGRE, 
who also highlighted the fact that 
offshore wind power is playing 
an increasingly important role in 
Europe’s energy mix. “Hornsea 
Project Two will be a benchmark 
in Europe, not only on account 
of its size but also its technology. 
Siemens Gamesa will install the 
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SGRE boasts the longest track record among 
offshore turbine OEMs. (Courtesy: Siemens 
Gamesa)
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newest model from its offshore 
platform at this facility. The SG 
8.0-167 boosts annual output by 20 
percent and offers higher returns.”

A single 8-MW turbine is capa-
ble of generating enough electricity 
for about 8,000 European house-
holds, so that the power generated 
by this complex will cover the an-
nual power consumption needs of 
about 1.3 million homes.

The new SG 8.0-167 DD is 
equipped with a rotor 167 meters 
in diameter.

The blades, 81.5-meters long, 
deliver an 18 percent wider swept 
area and 20 percent more annual 
output than its predecessor, the 
SWT-7.0-154.

It features the technology proven 
in the direct drive platform com-
bined with a larger-scale rotor in 
order to offer customers higher re-
turns while minimizing the associ-
ated costs and risks.

Siemens Gamesa and Ørsted 
already have worked together on 
several offshore projects, notably: 
Hornsea One, London Array, Race 
Bank, West of Duddon Sands, 
Walney Extension East, and Wes-
termost Rough in the U.K.; Anholt 
in Denmark; and Borkum Riffgr-
und 1 and Gode Wind 1 and 2 in 
German waters.

Having pioneered the sector as 
far back as 1991 and installed more 
than 11GW, SGRE boasts the lon-
gest track record among offshore 
turbine OEMs.

The company has cemented it-
self as the leading player in the off-
shore segment with a market share 
of the 70 percent in Europe. 

Source: Siemens Gamesa
For more information,  
go to www.siemensgamesa.com 

Wind farms such as Bruenning’s Breeze produce clean, reliable, and affordable homegrown 
American energy for many years. (Courtesy: E.ON)

E.ON closes financing for Bruenning’s Breeze
E.ON recently announced the suc-
cessful tax equity financing of its 
228 MW Bruenning’s Breeze wind 
farm in Willacy County, Texas. 

A subsidiary of JPMorgan Chase 
& Co. and an undisclosed investor 
provided tax equity financing in ex-
change for a partial interest in the 
Bruenning’s Breeze project. The 
project achieved commercial oper-
ation and closing of tax equity in 
December 2017.

“We are delighted to expand our 
constructive partnership with the 
investors in our Bruenning’s Breeze 
project,” said Dr. Verena Volpert, 
senior vice president, Group Fi-
nance, E.ON SE. “The tax equity 
financing of Bruenning’s Breeze 
marks E.ON’s 10th tax equity fi-
nancing since the market re-opened 
in 2011, financing more than 2 GW 
in nameplate capacity.” 

Located in Willacy County, Tex-
as, Bruenning’s Breeze is a 228 MW 
wind farm comprised of 76 Acciona 
AW-125 3.0 MW turbines that can 
create enough electricity to power 
approximately 75,000 homes. Since 
2005, E.ON has developed more 
than 3 GW of wind projects in the 
United States. 

“Wind farms such as Bruenning’s 
Breeze produce clean, reliable, and 
affordable homegrown American 
energy for many years,” said Patrick 
Woodson, chairman, E.ON North 
America. “Equally important, proj-
ects like these create much needed 
immediate and long-term econom-
ic impact through temporary and 
permanent jobs and increased tax 
revenue to rural areas. We appreci-
ate the assistance of our landowners 
and area officials leading up to the 
commercial operation of Bruen-
ning’s Breeze.”

A team of more than 250 con-
struction workers completed the 
Bruenning’s Breeze project, and 14 
personnel, including skilled tech-
nicians, are stationed on-site day-
to-day.

During the next 25 years, Bru-
enning’s Breeze is projected to 
generate more than $57 million in 
property taxes for Willacy County. 
This additional revenue will sup-
port essential county services and 
local schools. 

Source: E.ON
For more information,  
go to www.eon.com

http://www.siemensgamesa.com
http://www.eon.com
http://windsystemsmag.com
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Seacat Services renews ISO seal of approval
Class-leading offshore energy support vessel (OESV) 
operator, Seacat Services, has attained a fresh set of 
international organization for standardization (ISO) 
accreditations, following independent assessment by 
certification body DNV GL.

Seacat Services is one of the first operators in the 
offshore wind sector to achieve the updated ISO9001: 
2015 quality management and ISO14001: 2015 en-
vironmental management standards, affirming its 
commitment to maintain the highest possible levels 
of service for wind-
farm developers, 
operators, and 
contractors. With 
crew and techni-
cian safety remain-
ing a top priority, 
Seacat Services 
has also renewed 
its OHSAS 18001 
health and safety 
certification.  

As the offshore 
wind industry has 
matured, the ex-
pectations of proj-
ect development 
and construction 
teams have in-
creased when it 
comes to the ser-
vice provided by 
contractors and suppliers. Independently assessed ISO 
and OHSAS accreditation are consequently starting to 
become a must-have for support vessel operators as an 
indicator of quality and safety.

However, there is scope for the industry at large to 
take a more proactive approach to securing accredita-
tion and raising overall standards of operation. While 
the final deadline for upgrading to the new ISO 9001: 
2015 and ISO 14001: 2015 standards is in Septem-
ber, it is estimated that 90 percent of accredited firms 
across all industries — including offshore wind — are 
yet to make this transition.

Having completed its assessment with DNV GL this 
January, Seacat Services is ahead of the curve and will 
be well-placed to focus on upholding its renewed com-
mitments to safe, reliable operation throughout 2018. 
Furthermore, as one of the few OESV firms to comply 
with the international safety management (ISM) stan-

dard — a more stringent accreditation more commonly 
held by operators of larger vessels over 500 metric tons 
— the business is well-acquainted with the risk-based 
methodologies introduced by the updated ISO stan-
dards.

“At face value, the ISO, ISM, and OHSAS accred-
itation processes might look like a series of adminis-
trative hoops to jump through,” said Mark Drew, head 
of business support, Seacat Services. “But what they 
do, in reality, is encourage a business to think very 

carefully about the 
risks and oppor-
tunities inherent 
in its operations 
and, crucially, how 
it delivers on the 
promises it is mak-
ing.”

“For Seacat Ser-
vices, these accred-
itations are more 
than just a way to 
show our customers 
that we can meet a 
minimum require-
ment,” he said. “In 
combination with 
the experience 
we’re gaining in the 
field, they inform 
and motivate an 
ongoing program 

of incremental improvements, which ensure that both 
our fleet and the team that supports it continue to ex-
ceed expectations.

In addition to these ISO, ISM, and OHSAS certi-
fications, each vessel in the 14-strong Seacat Services 
fleet is class-certified by DNV GL, in line with the 
firm’s core values of safety, technical availability, and 
customer service. This commitment to maintaining the 
highest standards of operation has been recognized 
by developers and operators of offshore wind projects 
throughout the U.K. and Europe, with the business 
frequently named as a preferred supplier, and more 
than two-thirds of the fleet locked down in long-term 
charter agreements for 2018. 

Source: Seacat Services
For more information,  
go to www.seacatservices.co.uk

Each vessel in the 14-strong Seacat Services fleet is class-certified by DNV GL.  
(Courtesy: Seacat Services)

http://www.seacatservices.co.uk



