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A rendering from a proposal 
for a new steel fabrication 
facility at Sparrows Point 
Steel. (Courtesy: US Wind)

THE FUTURE OF WIND

DIRECTION



windsystemsmag.com  9

US Wind picks up speed  
in Maryland offshore plans
US Wind, the only offshore wind 
company that focuses exclusively on 
developing clean energy for Maryland, 
announced progress for its offshore 
wind plans, including labor agree-
ments and an agreement for a new 
port facility. 

The labor agreements with the Bal-
timore-D.C. Building and Construction 
Trades and IBEW will support current 
and future projects, including the 
22-turbine MarWin, the company’s 
first offshore wind project in Mary-
land. 

MarWin is expected to begin gen-
erating clean power in 2025 and will 
support 1,300 direct construction jobs 
in the state. US Wind is committed to 
using union labor for many of those 
jobs.

The port facility agreement with 
Tradepoint Atlantic sets up develop-

ment for 90 waterfront acres. US Wind 
will initially invest $77 million into 
an offshore wind development hub 
there. 

US Wind also announced plans 
to develop up to 1,200 more MW of 
offshore wind energy in addition to 
Momentum Wind, a project that will 
consist of 82 turbines, with the first 
phase coming online in 2026, and sub-
sequent phases online in 2028. 

About 3,500 direct construction 
jobs will be created. 

In conjunction with Momentum 
Wind, the company announced a pro-
posal to bring steel back to Baltimore, 
for a new steel fabrication facility in 
Baltimore County at Sparrows Point 
Steel.

MORE INFO uswindinc.com/   
 momentumwind

X1 Wind expands  
team to ramp up 
commercial operations 
X1 Wind has made new appointments 
to help accelerate full-scale commer-
cial operations. 

New additions include Strategy and 
Business Development Director João 
Neves, Mechanical Engineer Javier G. 
Cervilla, and Junior Structural En-
gineer Lucy Milde. The recruit come 
from a variety of backgrounds, includ-
ing Boston Consulting Group, General 
Electric and Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology.

“Our new recruits will play an im-
portant role, helping to inform and ac-
celerate our technical and commercial 
strategy,” said Alex Raventos, X1 Wind 
CEO and co-founder.

New additions to the X1 Wind team. (Courtesy: X1 Wind)

http://uswindinc.com/momentumwind
http://windsystemsmag.com
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“Our overarching aim is to make a 
meaningful contribution to help com-
bat climate change through large-scale 
decarbonization of the energy system. 
With this goal in mind, we have taken 
time to assemble a close-knit group of 
excellent engineers covering all core 
areas necessary to develop our innova-
tive floating wind technology as well 
as experts on strategy and business 
development,” said Raventos.

X1 Wind’s technology is designed 
to reduce the current Levelized Cost 
of Electricity (LCOE) of floating wind 
through reduced floater weight, a 
faster and cheaper installation pro-
cess and a more reliable operation. 
The system is connected to a single 
point mooring system in a downwind 
configuration, which creates a “weath-
er-vaning” solution that maximizes 
use of passive systems.

“I believe that we need to do every-
thing we can to accelerate the energy 
transition, and floating wind has a 
massive potential to contribute to 
this goal.

 Nevertheless, it still requires inno-
vation to become a competitive tech-
nology and that’s what we strive for at 
X1 Wind,” said Neves. 

The team aims to be a world leader 
in floating wind, Cervilla said.

“I couldn’t resist this rare opportuni-
ty to help redefine floating wind rules 
and indulge my passion for innovative 
solutions, which will underpin the fu-
ture energy transition,” Cervilla said.

X1 Wind is a floating wind tech-
nology developer based in Barcelona, 
Spain. 

The company’s mission is to pro-
vide scalable solutions that deliver 
clean, affordable energy while re-
ducing carbon emissions across the  
globe.

MORE INFO www.x1wind.com 

BOEM seeks input  
on  California  
offshore wind
The Department of the Interior’s Bu-
reau of Ocean Energy Management 

(BOEM) has published a request for 
information from the public and to 
determine interest from industries in 
offshore wind energy development in 
central California. 

The areas involved are within the 
Morro Bay Call Area East and West 
Extensions, a 399-square-mile area of 
central California. 

BOEM has also formally designat-
ed the Humboldt Wind Energy Area 
in offshore northern California, and 
will proceed with an environmental 
review of that area.

“If approved for offshore wind en-
ergy development, these areas could 
bring us closer to reaching this ad-
ministration’s goal of deploying 30 
gigawatts of offshore wind by 2030,” 
said BOEM director Amanda Lefton. 

 “While we are still in the initial 
stages of BOEM’s leasing process, to-
day’s announcement reflects years of 
working with ocean users, Tribal gov-
ernments and local, state, and federal 
agencies to obtain the best available 
information to reduce potential con-
flicts,” said Thomas Liu, acting Pacific 
Region director of BOEM.

Offshore wind energy development 
can help California reach its goal of 
100 percent carbon-free energy by 
2045, as well as create good-paying 
union jobs, and foster investments in 
coastal communities. Offshore wind 
resources are typically stronger and 
more consistent than winds over land 
and are especially strong in the eve-
ning hours when solar energy produc-
tion drops off, ensuring that offshore 
wind energy can make an important 
contribution to California’s electric 
grid. 

The east and west extensions con-
sist of about 141 square statute miles, 
or 90,025 acres. 

BOEM published the call for infor-
mation in the Federal Register on July 
29, which started a 45-day public com-
ment period. 

The bureau also will use these com-
ments as input for its consultation un-
der section 106 of the National Historic 
Preservation Act. 

MORE INFO www.boem.gov
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BOEM releases New York Bight 
assessment draft
The Bureau of Ocean Energy Management (BOEM) will 
publish a draft environmental assessment (EA) on the 
offshore wind leasing process in the New York Bight, lo-
cated offshore New York and New Jersey. The draft (EA as-
sesses the potential impacts of the issuance of commer-
cial and research leases within the nearly 800,000-acre 
wind energy areas (WEAs) of the New York Bight, and 
granting of rights-of-way and rights-of-use and easement 
in the region.

If approved, offshore wind development in the areas 
could encompass up to eight lease areas totaling more 
than 627,000 acres, with the potential to generate over 
7 gigawatts of clean wind energy. 

 The EA considers potential environmental conse-
quences of site characterization activities (i.e., biological, 
archeological, geological, and geophysical surveys and 
core samples) and site assessment activities (i.e., instal-
lation of meteorological buoys). The EA also considers 
project easements associated with each potential lease 
issued and grants for subsea cable corridors in the New 
York Bight. 

MORE INFO www.boem.gov An overview of the New York Bight area. (Courtesy: BOEM)
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