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EDP Renewables North America  
reaches 15 GW milestone
The EDP Group has reached a mile-
stone of 15 GW of contracted power 
purchase agreements with some of the 
world’s largest corporations and utili-
ties. EDP Renewables North America 
contributed to more than 11 GWs or 
73 percent of the group’s achievement. 
This milestone signifies EDP’s commit-
ment to the North American market, 
strong track record over the past two 
decades, and the partnerships that 
have been established over the years.

As one of the top five owners and op-
erators of renewable energy in the U.S., 
EDPR NA’s newest portfolio additions 
are spread across 21 projects deliver-
ing wind, solar, and battery storage 
powered capacity to its customer base. 
Offtakers include major utilities, big 
tech and data centers, industrial com-
panies, and manufacturers, among 
others.

Notable projects recently launched 
by EDPR NA in tandem with these PPAs 
include:
] Scarlet I Solar Energy Park: EDPR 

NA unveiled its 200 MW Scarlet I Solar 
Energy Park in Fresno County, Califor-
nia. 
] Ragsdale Solar Park: EDPR NA 

launched the 100 MW Ragsdale Solar 
Park in Canton, Mississippi, by execut-
ing a PPA with Amazon for 100 percent 
of the power produced by the project.
] Brittlebush Solar Park: EDPR NA 

completed the 200 MW Brittlebush So-
lar Park near Coolidge, Arizona, with 
PPAs for the Salt River Project and Meta. 
The project’s total capacity is dedicat-
ed to supporting Meta’s data center in 
Mesa, Arizona.
] Hickory, Wolf Run, and Cattlemen 

II Solar Projects: EDPR NA completed 
three utility-scale solar projects total-
ing 400 MW in Jacksonville and Jer-
seyville, Illinois, and near Austin, Texas. 
Microsoft agreed to purchase 389 MW 
of electricity from these three projects.
] Sandrini I & II Solar Parks: EDPR 

NA completed the Sandrini I & II Solar 
Parks in Kern County, California. San-
drini I has a 15-year PPA with Shell En-

ergy North America while Sandrini II 
has a 15-year PPA with Redwood Coast 
Energy Authority.

EDPR NA developed 2 GW of utility 
scale projects in 2024 and is expected 
to go live with 1 GW of new projects in 
the coming months. Much of the power 
produced will serve big tech customers. 

MORE INFO	 www.edpr.com/north-america

WindEurope elects 
Vestas president  
to chairman role
WindEurope’s Board of Directors has 
elected Henrik Andersen, group pres-
ident and CEO of Vestas, as the asso-
ciation’s new chair for an 18-month 
term. WindEurope is the industry 
association representing more than 
600 companies and 300,000 jobs from 
across the whole value chain of wind 
energy in Europe. 

Henrik Andersen’s term as chair 
for WindEurope comes at a time for 
the wind industry when Europe is ac-
celerating its energy transformation 
and seeking to strengthen its industri-
al competitiveness. During the term, 
it is expected that several important 

regulatory packages will be finalized, 
passed, and implemented on a nation-
al level.

“We are in a defining moment for 
Europe’s future,” Andersen said. “We 
need an industry and an energy source 
that can deliver home-grown, secure, 
and affordable 
energ y, while 
strengthening 
Europe’s compet-
itiveness. Wind 
energy can con-
tribute to all of 
this, and now is 
the time for Eu-
rope to bolster 
its wind indus-
try. The Europe-
an Commission 
a nd  me mb e r 
states have set 
high targets, but 
this momentum 
must translate 
ambition into implementation. 

I am honored to serve as chair of 
WindEurope in this crucial time for 
Europe and for wind energy. I extend 
my thanks to the WindEurope mem-
bers for trusting in me as your chair 
for the coming 18 months.” 

EDP Renewables has reached a milestone of 15 GW of contracted power purchase agreements. 
(Courtesy: EDPR North America) 

Henrik Andersen, 
Vestas’ CEO and 
group president, 
has been elected to 
chair WindEurope’s 
board of directors. 
(Courtesy: 
WindEurope) 

http://www.edpr.com/north-america
http://windsystemsmag.com
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As chair, Andersen has three key 
priorities to ensure a strong and inde-
pendent European wind industry: 

Drive European competitiveness: 
Wind is central to achieving competi-
tiveness in Europe and is the right tool 
to deliver energy independence, afford-
ability, and security. 

Accelerate electrification: The busi-
ness case for electrification must im-
prove, and directional policies (such 
as the Clean Industrial Deal) must be 
translated into implementation. 

Strengthen wind’s market envi-
ronment: Permitting efficiencies, eco-
nomically viable wind projects, and im-
proved grid infrastructure are critical. 

The WindEurope board also elected 
Rasmus Errboe, Ørsted’s group presi-
dent and CEO, as its new vice-chair.

MORE INFO	 www.vestas.com

EIC report  
warns of climate 
shortfall
North America’s energy sector is chart-
ing two paths: A historic surge in re-
newable energy projects is met with 
fossil fuel expansion that is threaten-
ing the continent’s climate commit-
ments, according to a report by global 
energy trade association and data and 
analytics provider, the Energy Indus-
tries Council (EIC). 

The region added 214 utility-scale 
energy facilities last year, with more 
than half being wind, solar, and stor-
age installations. 

Simultaneous record growth in 
LNG exports, oil drilling, and petro-
chemical production are an indica-
tion that, in the region, conventional 
and new energies will work together, 
at least over the next few years, even 
if at the expense of meeting climate 
pledges.

“This isn’t a transition; it’s a coex-
istence,” said Rebecca Groundwater, 
EIC’s head of external affairs. “Gov-
ernments are scaling renewables to 
meet climate goals but doubling down 
on fossil fuels to hedge economic and 
geopolitical risks. The situation mir-

rors global struggles to balance decar-
bonization with energy security.”

Solar dominated renewable growth, 
with 100 GW of installed capacity 
across North America, 88 percent of it 
in the U.S. Nevada’s 690-MW Gemini 
Solar-Plus-Storage project, began oper-
ations in July 2024, pairing photovoltaic 
panels with a 380-MW battery system. 

Wind remains the top renewable 
source at 214 GW, though new instal-
lations fell 35 percent year-over-year 
as developers opted to repower aging 
turbines.

The U.S. became the world’s top 
LNG exporter in 2024, shipping 11.9 
billion cubic feet per day (Bcf/d) to Eu-
rope and Asia — that’s up 27 percent 
from 2023. Canada’s Trans Mountain 
Pipeline expansion, completed in May 
2024, tripled oil sands crude capacity 
to 890,000 barrels per day, while Mex-
ico’s state-owned PEMEX launched the 
340,000 barrel per day Dos Bocas refin-
ery — a $12 billion project.

“Fossil fuels aren’t retreating,” said 
report author Victória Marques. “Gas 
is now framed as a ‘bridge’ fuel and oil 
as ‘strategic,’ while carbon capture as 
the magic bullet that removes at least 
some of the carbon emitted by both.”

The report discusses how North 
America is leveraging resources to 
reshape global alliances. U.S. LNG ex-
ports have weakened Russia’s energy 

stranglehold on Europe, with projects 
like Venture Global’s 12 million-ton-
per-annum (mtpa) Plaquemines ter-
minal in Louisiana accelerating ship-
ments. 

Meanwhile, Canada is positioning 
itself as a critical minerals hub, supply-
ing lithium and cobalt for EV batteries 
amid U.S.-China trade tensions. Nucle-
ar power is also reviving. 

The U.S. ban on Russian uranium 
imports, enacted in March 2024, has 
forced utilities to restart domestic nu-
clear fuel production after decades of 
reliance on Moscow.

Canada’s Ontario Power Generation 
plans to deploy a 300-MW small modu-
lar reactor (SMR) at its Darlington site 
by 2028, while Holtec International 
seeks to reopen Michigan’s Palisades 
plant — shuttered in 2022 — to power 
data centers.

“Nuclear is back not because it’s 
clean, but because it’s constant; it’s 
a perfect baseload clean-power solu-
tion,” Marques said. “We expect them 
to play a major role to feed the insatia-
ble demand for energy by both AI and 
cryptos.”

The U.S. added its first new nuclear 
reactor in 30 years — Georgia’s 1.1-GW 
Vogtle Unit 4 — but aging infrastruc-
ture remains a liability. 

MORE INFO	 www.the-eic.com

The EIC’s latest report is focused on energy projects in North America. (Courtesy: Energy 
Industries Council) 
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http://www.vestas.com
http://www.the-eic.com
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KK Wind  
Solutions expands  
U.S. presence
KK Wind Solutions, a 1-billion-euro 
company owned by A.P. Moller Hold-
ing, is expanding its presence in the 
U.S. The new U.S. regional division 
will be led by Kim Wichmann-Han-
sen, currently chief service officer 
of KK Wind Solutions. The company 
is targeting growth in the onshore 
wind market and the expansion will 
further enhance its ability to provide 
high-quality service and monitoring 
solutions in the US.

“Establishing a regional division led 
by Kim Wichmann-Hansen strength-
ens our presence in the U.S. market 
and deepens our commitment to 
the American wind industry,” said 
Mauricio Quintana, CEO of KK Wind 
Solutions. “Even as the sector is facing 
political uncertainty, the fundamental 
value offering of wind energy is strong 

as ever and we remain optimistic about 
continued growth in the coming years.” 

By the end of 2023, the U.S. had an 
installed capacity of 157 GW, position-
ing it as the second-largest wind mar-
ket in the world. The U.S. Department 
of Energy projected the installed wind 
capacity will grow to 224 GW by 2030. 

However, by 2030 the number of 
onshore wind turbines in the U.S. 15 
years or older will triple. For these as-
sets, data-driven insights, monitoring 
solutions, and expert deployment are 
crucial for reducing unplanned main-
tenance and increasing predictable 
operations. 

50 percent of all the wind turbines 
spinning in the country contain com-
ponents manufactured by KK Wind 
Solutions.  “With our decade-long track 
record as a service provider to manu-
facturers and asset operators across the 
U.S., we can provide our customers a 
comprehensive suite of solutions from 
vibration sensing to control, cooling 
and converter systems for new instal-

lations,” said Kim Wichmann-Hansen, 
president of KK Wind Solutions U.S. 

“This includes spare parts, logistics, 
warehousing, and stocking models 
to optimize lead time for parts. At 
the same time, through advanced, da-
ta-driven monitoring solutions, we can 
support customers in making predic-
tive maintenance to minimize down-
time and maximize value generation 
of their existing assets.”

The new business division will be 
based at the company’s new U.S. head-
quarters in Houston, Texas. This office 
will supplement the company’s exist-
ing location in Lenexa, Kansas. The 
choice of Houston is strategic, given 
its status as a key energy hub in the 
state with the largest installed base of 
onshore wind in the U.S. The proximity 
to key customers and ability to attract 
top-tier talent are also factors in the 
decision to base the new division in 
Houston.   

MORE INFO	 www.kkwindsolutions.com\
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