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Q&A

TELL US ABOUT YOURSELF ANd 
YOUR RESPONSiBiLiTiES AT 
CAPiTAL SAFETY.
Over the 30 years I’ve been with Capi-
tal Safety, I’ve held various positions 
in engineering support, quality as-
surance, customer support, market-
ing, and technical services. I have 
extensive knowledge in the areas of 
fall protection applications, product 
support and service, product develop-
ment, and fall protection standards/
regulations.

WhAT CAN YOU TELL US ABOUT 
ThE RECENT ChANGES TO ThE ANSi 
z359 FALL PROTECTiON COdE?
One of the most recent ANSI Z359 
Fall Protection Code standards is 
ANSI Z359.7. This is a new umbrel-
la standard, meaning it applies to all 
component standards within the Z359 
family (i.e., it applies to the harness, 
energy absorbing lanyard, self retract-
ing device, and anchorage connector 
standards within the Fall Protection 
Code). The ANSI Z359.7 standard is 
for testing and verification, and it re-
quires all ANSI Z359 compliant prod-
ucts to be tested in an accredited lab-
oratory to the most current version of 
the specific standard. All aspects and 
areas of the standard must be com-
plied with.

For more information about Capital Safety’s line of safety equipment, visit en.capitalsafety.us. For information regard-
ing the ANSi z359.7 standard, visit en.capitalsafety.us/ANSi3597/tabid/3202/language/en-US/default.aspx.

Craig Firl
North American Technical Manager, Capital Safety

While most manufacturers did test some items to the ANSI Z359 
standards in the past, testing is now mandatory per the 359.7 stan-
dard. In addition, retesting is required to assure the products con-
tinue to comply; testing is required at least every five years if the 
manufacturer has a documented quality system, or every two years 
if no formal quality system is in place.

iS ThiS STANdARd SOMEThiNG ThAT WiLL hAVE TO BE 
AdOPTEd BY ALL WiNd ENERGY PSE SUPPLiERS?
ANSI remains a voluntary standard, but because of the mostly out-
dated, minimal OSHA standards that we have for fall protection, 
the ANSI Z359 Fall Protection Code is typically where most compa-
nies in any market or industry will look to for guidance and direc-
tion when it comes to protecting people working at height.

WhAT STEPS ARE BEiNG TAkEN BY CAPiTAL SAFETY TO 
hAVE iTS EQUiPMENT CERTiFiEd UNdER ThE ChANGES TO 
ThE STANdARd?
Capital Safety has always performed extensive testing and docu-
mentation on its products and has had its own accredited lab for 
about three years now. With that said, we still needed to conduct 
an extensive amount of testing to bring everything up to full com-
pliance with the new standard. The documentation and making it 
available to customers was a large project, but one that the com-
pany saw as important. Customers can now go online via the Capi-
tal Safety website and download a certificate of compliance for all 
applicable ANSI Z359 complaint products.

WhAT iS ThE APPROVAL ANd CERTiFiCATiON PROCESS 
FOR PROdUCTS?
ANSI Z359.7 applies to all new ANSI compliant items being pro-
duced. Therefore, if it is marked as ANSI Z359 compliant, it has 
been thoroughly tested in an accredited lab. Most manufacturers 
have to go to an outside lab to have this testing done, resulting in a 
bit of a waiting period.

Over the past year or so, Capital Safety has been testing its prod-
ucts in its own accredited lab in order to meet the new compliance 
standard. If an item is not an active product in our manufactur-
ing system, but someone requests that product be certified, Capital 
Safety would run the required tests. This normally amounts to no 
more than a week or two.

hOW WiLL ThE ChANGES TO ThiS STANdARd BENEFiT WiNd 
ENERGY iNdUSTRY PERSONNEL, SUCh AS O&M TEChS?
Knowing that the products have been tested in an accredited lab should be 
important to anyone who has to work at height, and having the documen-
tation available to prove it gives peace of mind. People using ANSI compli-
ant equipment are assured that the product performs in accordance with the 
most recent standard.  

For the complete Q&A with Craig Firl, 
visit windsystemsmag.com.


