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Q&a

CaN YOU tEll US a lIttlE 
aBOUt laUfERS WIND’S 
OBStRUCtION lIGHtING SYStEM 
fOR WIND faRMS? HOW DOES 
It WORk?
The Aircraft Detection Sight Solution 
(ADSS) is a radar-activated obstruction 
lighting system for wind farms. When 
there are no aircraft in the vicinity of 
a farm, the obstruction lights are off. 
When the radar detects one or more 
aircraft in the vicinity, the lights are 
turned on until all aircraft have left.

HOW DID tHE IDEa fOR tHIS 
altERNatIVE appROaCH tO 
OBStRUCtION lIGHtING COME 
aBOUt?
Many small airports have pilot-con-
trolled lighting on their runways. The 
bright runway lights are off until need-
ed, and can be controlled via a pilot’s 
radio when coming in for a landing. 
The ADSS is essentially an automated, 
radar-controlled version of that system 
for obstructions. It’s important that sta-
tionary obstructions be lit in order to 
warn aircraft pilots against possible col-
lisions, but the lights don’t need to be 
on when there are no aircraft around.

CURRENtlY, tHE fEDERal 
aVIatION aDMINIStRatION 
aDVISORY CIRCUlaR REGaRD-
ING OBStRUCtION lIGHtING 

for more information about laufer Wind llC’s aircraft Detection Sight Solution obstruction lighting system, 
visit www.lauferwind.com or call 212-792-3912. 

Eric Laufer
president, laufer Wind llC

(70/7460-1k) DOES NOt MENtION RaDaR-CONtROl. WHat 
IS tHE CURRENt StatUS REGaRDING tHE SYStEM WItH 
tHE faa?
We believe the FAA is doing a fine job of balancing the needs of the 
wind industry with their principal mandate for aviation safety. They 
are reviewing draft language now. I hope the updated FAA Advisory 
Circular, which contains a new section on radar activated lighting 
called Aircraft Detection Systems, comes out by the end of 2013.

tEll US aBOUt YOUR COMpaNY’S RElatIONSHIp WItH 
tHE WIND ENERGY INDUStRY IN tHE DEVElOpMENt Of 
tHIS SYStEM?
We are in communication with various obstruction light vendors so 
that the proper interfaces between their technologies and ours can be 
worked out to maximize safety and performance. We also speak with 
various turbine manufacturers to understand the best methods for in-
tegration for wind farm deployments. Finally, we work with developers 
to let them know that they have a new arrow in their quiver in dealing 
with objections from local communities and in mitigating impact on 
the avian population.

laUfER plaCES a GOOD DEal Of EMpHaSIS ON  IMpROV-
ING NIGHttIME aEStHEtICS DUE tO tHE aDSS. CaN YOU 
talk aBOUt tHat a lIttlE?
With an ADSS system deployed on a wind farm, the nighttime aes-
thetic impact is near zero. There are not that many low-flying general 
aviation aircraft flying at all hours of the night in areas where wind 
farms are located. When the lights do come on, nearby residents can 
be confident that there is a specific safety purpose for that action.

laUfER StatES It BElIEVES tHE aDSS IS tHE SafESt 
OBStRUCtION lIGHtING SYStEM COMING tO MaRkEt. 
HOW SO?
The Laufer Wind ADSS is the only radar-activated lighting system that 
has been engineered from the ground up for the specific application 
of controlling obstruction lights on wind farms. We also believe that 
we have the most robust systems engineering which will activate the 
lights in the event of component failure, which will be a requirement 
from the FAA. 

OBStRUCtION lIGHtING IS OftEN CItED BY tHE “NIMBY” 
CROWD aS aN aRGUMENt aGaINSt WIND faRM DEVElOp-
MENt. DOES tHE aDSS  HElp tO EaSE tHat tENSION? 
We believe that deploying the Laufer Wind ADSS on a wind farm pro-
vides the best solution for addressing NIMBY concerns about obstruc-
tion lighting, while still meeting the marking requirements from the 
FAA.  

for the complete Q&a with Eric laufer, 
visit windsystemsmag.com.

http://www.lauferwind.com
http://windsystemsmag.com



