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MidAmerican’s Wind IX project in Iowa gains state approval

The Iowa Utilities Board recent-
ly issued an Order on Rehearing 
approving MidAmerican Energy 
Company’s proposed Wind IX Iowa 
electric generation project of up to 
162 MW. 

The board has long been support-
ive of renewable energy as part of 
Iowa’s generation mix. As the Board 
notes in the order, wind projects 
have many benefits and the Board 
appreciates the economic bene-
fits wind development brings to 
the state, but they also have some 
risks. While the Board has and will 
continue to encourage such projects, 
the projects must provide benefits 
to customers that are commensurate 
with the risk that customers will be 
bearing. 

The Board’s order affirms its 
January 20 decision approving a 

settlement with modifications for 
advance ratemaking principles. That 
order included an annual $2 million 
energy adjustment clause (EAC) 
credit to MidAmerican electric 
customers as an advance ratemaking 
principle tied to construction of the 
proposed project. The Board noted, 
“Without such a principle, the risks 
and rewards of Wind IX are skewed 
too much towards MidAmerican for 
the Settlement Agreement to be rea-
sonable and in the public interest.” 

On January 22, MidAmerican 
Energy filed a petition for limited re-
consideration asking that the Board 
not require MidAmerican to pay 
the annual $2 million credit to its 
electric customers. The board stated 
in today’s order that it “views the 
settlement agreement as a whole, 
and determined that this settlement 

agreement was not reasonable or 
in the public interest without the 
modifications contained in the final 
order, including the EAC credit.” 

In its January 20 Decision Order, 
the Board included a settlement 
modification providing that once 50 
MW of the proposed wind project is 
in operation, an additional $2 million 
in annual benefits would flow to 
MidAmerican’s electric customers 
until the next MidAmerican rate case 
proceeding is decided by the Board. 

MidAmerican will have 30 days 
from the date of today’s decision 
order to notify the Board whether 
it accepts the ratemaking principles 
awarded. If accepted, the ratemaking 
principles would be effective for the 
regulated life of the facilities.   

 
— Source: Iowa Utilities Board
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Crane training program targets rigging fundamentals 

As part of its effort to educate crane industry professionals, 
Konecranes is offers a rigging fundamentals course through 
its New Berlin, Wisconsin-based Konecranes Training In-
stitute. The program, which seeks to reduce crane injuries, 
is a key element in the portfolio of equipment and expertise 
with which Konecranes supports its customers.

“Many crane accidents are caused by poor or improper 
rigging practices,” said Jim Lang, general manager of the 

Konecranes Training Institute. ”One of the key items we 
learned from our Crane Accident study covering 10 years’ 
worth of overhead crane accidents was that 59 percent 
of the time when a load dropped this was due to a rigging 
issue. This very common deficiency is what we address in 
our Rigging Fundamentals course.”

Details revealed by the study are available in a short 
video produced by Konecranes Training Institute and avail-
able on YouTube by searching for the “LiftingBusinesses” 
channel. It’s estimated that up to 70 percent of the overhead 
crane accidents may have been prevented through proper 
training.

According to Lang, the Rigging Fundamentals course 
from the Konecranes Training Institute teaches workers 
how to safely rig loads for different lifting conditions. For 
example, a 5,000-pound load rigged for a low headroom lift 
close to the ceiling could potentially require chains rated 
at 25,000 pounds or greater rather than 5,000 pounds de-
pending on the angle between the hook and the load. Acute 
angles may multiply lifting stresses by more than five times 
the actual weight of the load.    

 — Source: Konecranes
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•  Strategically located on Interstate 40 in the U.S wind corridor and is the 
principal center of trade in western Oklahoma

•  Elk City I wind farm was constructed in 2009 with 43 2.3 megawatt 
Siemens Turbines

•  Elk City II wind farm was constructed in 2010 with 48 1.5 ,megawatt GE 
Turbines and 18 1.6 megawatt GE Turbines

•  Together these 109 turbines generate approximately 200 megawatts 
which will power 59,000 homes.

•  Oklahoma is a Right-To-Work state and is a profitable place to 
manufacture wind turbines and components
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